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– ‘Mobile Identities? 
Perspectives on Gender and Migration’ –

Migration is as old as humanity itself. The land-
scape of international migration has become 
increasingly diverse as a result of broader 
changes, both in the global economy and in 
geopolitics. Women form an increasingly signifi-
cant part of migration processes; global trends 
indicate a shift in traditional gendered patterns 
of migration. The ‘female face of migration’ be-
comes particularly evident in the Global South, 
where women account for more than half of all 
migrants.

These shifting migration patterns are challeng-
ing gender roles, including ideas of masculin-
ity. Men might be ‘left behind’, while migrating 
women take the role of breadwinners in ‘trans-
national families’. According to the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM), the 

UCL MIGRATION RESEARCH UNIT

feminisation of migration is not only char-
acterised by ‘the growing participation of 
women in migration’, but also the increasing 
independence of female mobility. Family ties 
continue to play an important role, and mul-
tiple and complex gender identities evolve: 
from female migrant domestic workers fight-
ing for their rights to the discrimination of 
homosexual and trans-gender migrants.

The conference will bring together Master’s 
and PhD students from multiple disciplinary 
backgrounds. It will provide a forum in which 
to discuss the identity politics of contempo-
rary migration, with specific reference to how 
notions of gender, sexuality and agency shape 
understandings of this evolving field.

CALL FOR PAPERS



The Politics and Policies of Destination 
Societies

•	 Citizenship and belonging
•	 Migrant access to services (including 

health care and education)
•	 Xenophobia and Far-Right trends in 

Europe
•	 Discourses of gender and religion 

(including debates on veiling and    
arranged marriages)

Social Difference and Social Justice

•	 Concepts of intersectionality
•	 Migrant labour division
•	 Social mobility in destination           

societies
•	 Spouse-dependent visas and  family 

reunion
•	 Media and public discourses of       

migration
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Creative Methods for Researching 
Gender
•	 Working with or working for women 

(community relevance of research)
•	 Negotiating vulnerability issues on 

the ground
•	 Other methodological challenges of 

conducting research on gender and 
migration

Spaces of Contention: Civil Society and 
Social Movements

•	 The rights of asylum-seekers, refu-
gees and undocumented migrants

•	 Rights-based struggles and            
migrants’ advocacy networks (LG-
BTQ, refugee movements)

•	 Queering migration studies (hetero-, 
homo-normativity)

•	 Gender, migration and urban space

CALL FOR PAPERS

We invite contributions that address, but are not limited to, the following areas:

Partners:

Please submit proposals, including a title, a short abstract (max. 300 words) and a CV to 
ucl.migration.conference@gmail.com no later than 15th March 2015. Presentations should be 
20-30 minutes long. If you will require a visa for the conference, please consider submitting your 
proposal as early as possible to ensure you have enough time for the visa application process.

http://goo.gl/6XpqQ1

@UCLMigration

http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ucl-migration-conference/


